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CHARLES BABBAGE MATERIALS IN NEW ZEALAND AND AUSTRALIA 
By Garry J. Tee 
Department of Computer Science, 
The University of Auckland, 
Private Bag, Auckland, New Zealand 
1. The Wanganui Regional Museum has the manuscript of 
Babbage's memoir Passages from the Life of a Philosopher (Longmans 
Green, London, 1864), a few letters to him, many invitations for 
him to attend meetings of the British Association and other so- 
cieties, newspaper clippings about him, and several legal doc- 
uments (including the Royal Charter of the Borough of Totnes in 
Devonshire, sealed by Queen Elizabeth in 1596). There is also 
a large bundle of documents of Major-General Henry Prevost 
Babbage (1824-1918). 
2. Mrs. Jean Babbage (of Auckland) has a large fragment 
of Charles Babbage's Difference Engine, assembled by H. P. Babbage 
in 1879, with operating instructions; and Benjamin Herschel 
Babbage's original drawing of the 1833 fragment of the Differ- 
ence Engine. She has hundreds of letters to Babbage, from Ada 
Augusta, George Cayley, George and Edward Scheutz, Dionysius 
Lardner, H. Wilmot Buxton, the poet Samuel Rogers, the actor 
Macready, Babbage's mother, his sons, et alis. She also has 
diplomas and gold medals awarded to Babbage, and many cards and 
invitations to him, with genealogical items and legal documents 
of the Babbage family (from the 17th century onward). She has, 
as well, inscribed copies of publications by Babbage and his 
sons. 
3. The Auckland Public Library has three letters from 
Babbage to the colonial governor Sir George Grey (1812-1896), 
who had named Babbage Island (off Carnarvon) after him on 6 
March 1839. 
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4. Dr. Stuart Barton Babbage (in Sydney) has a huge album 
of diplomas awarded to Charles Babbage, many letters to him, 
portraits, photographs, and inscribed copies of almost all pub- 
lications by Charles Babbage, together with many publications 
about him. 
5. Dr. Neville Francis Babbage (in Sydney) has portraits 
of Charles Babbage, his fiancge, and his father and some in- 
scribed books of Charles Babbage and other items. 
6. The MacLeay Museum (University of Sydney) has 10 loose 
parts of Charles Babbage's Difference Engine and Analytical 
Engine, presented by Dr. N. F. Babbage. 
Two (or three) trunks of Babbage papers are also held by 
members of the Babbage family in Australia. One or two Babbage 
items each are held by the Basser Laboratory (University of 
Sydney), Fisher Library (University of Sydney), Mitchell Library 
(Sydney) , and the Alexander Turnbull Library (Wellington). 
[A lecture given by Garry Tee at the Second Australasian 
Mathematics Convention, held at the University of Sydney from 
11 to 15 May, 1981, and announcing the discovery of the Babbage 
materials, will be published in the Annals of the History of 
Computing.] 
